
BUCKS COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL AUTHORITY

MINUTES

September 10, 2012

  

The regular meeting of the Bucks County Technical School Authority was held on
September 10, 2012, in Room K110 at the Technical High School.  The meeting was
called to order by Chairperson, Michael Binder, at 7:04 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT

Michael Binder, Neshaminy Harry Kramer, Bensalem
Al Champion Jr., Bensalem
Susan DeRosier, Bristol Township
Gene Dolnick, Pennsbury
Gasper Favoroso, Bristol Borough
Rita Geddes, Neshaminy
Adele Governatore, Pennsbury
Fred Haug, Morrisville
Cecelia Murphy, Pennsbury
Gallus Obert, Bristol Township
Bruce Prendergast, Bristol Township
George Seymour, Bensalem (arrived at 7:09 pm)
Kevin Yeingst, Neshaminy

ALSO PRESENT

James Musial, Rudolph Clarke and Kirk, LLC
Leon Poeske, Administrative Director
Sharon Rendeiro, Business Administrator
Nancy Durkan, Bucks County Technical School Authority, Executive Assistant

APPROVAL OF MINUTES     A motion was made by Mrs. DeRosier, seconded by Mr.
Champion, that the reading of the Minutes of the previously held meeting on June 4,
2012 be dispensed with and that they be approved as previously distributed.   The
motion was unanimously approved (12 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).    

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT    Dr. Leon Poeske, Administrative Director,
reported that the opening of school went well and enrollment was up to almost  full
capacity, which includes 28% special education students.  In response to Mrs.
DeRosier’s question, Dr. Poeske stated that there are currently four (4) lunch periods.

(Mr. Seymour entered the meeting.)

Mr. Dolnick asked about the IT Office Modifications and Dr. Poeske asked Mrs.
Rendeiro for an update.  Mrs. Rendeiro reported that the sub contractors which Til-
Mar Design hired were not very good, however, a different crew was finishing up.  In
response to questions, Mrs. Rendeiro stated she had documentation about the
problems which would serve to show that they were not a responsible bidder for any
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future bids.  Mrs. DeRosier asked for clarification on the bathroom changes being
made and Mrs. Rendeiro explained that two (2) unused student bathrooms were
demolished and one (1) staff bathroom was being added.  Mrs. Rendeiro stated that
outstanding issues to date were carpet, strobe lights, smoke sensor and molding.  Til-
Mar was waiting for Simplex to tie the strobe lights and smoke sensors into the
school’s existing system, then the carpet and molding could be installed.
 
Mrs. Governatore asked if the school was in compliance with state regulations
regarding the number of stations for students in each program.  Dr. Poeske said the
school was in compliance and said that he was looking at bringing back the Building
Trades program which would encompass some of each of the construction programs.
Currently the program in place is more of a building maintenance program for special
education students.  In response to Mr. Obert’s question, Dr. Poeske stated that over
a four (4) year period the attrition rate for grades 9 through 12 is about 10%.  Dr.
Poeske stated another program he was investigating, along with Day Care, is heavy
equipment repair.  He stated that the equipment for that program is very expensive
and the school would have to partner with a company like Giles-Ransome.  
  
OLD BUSINESS   None

NEW BUSINESS      None      

TREASURER’S REPORT   A motion was made by Mrs. Geddes, seconded by Mr.
Champion, to approve the previously distributed Treasurer’s Report.  The motion was
unanimously approved (13 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

APPROVAL OF BILLS        Mrs. Durkan referred members to the revised List of Bills for
General Expenses and the revised List of Bills for Indenture at members’ place
settings.

In response to members’ questions, Mrs. Rendeiro stated that she felt that Til-Mar
could be paid for their application requests #1 and #2.  Members discussed the
delays in the project and Mrs. Rendeiro stated that unfortunately the timeline was not
spelled out in the specifications and that more than 20% was being held in retainage.
The school and architect would be doing a punchlist after the outstanding items were
completed.  Mrs. Rendeiro stated that she anticipated credits to be given by Til-Mar
also.

Mr. Obert stated that Bristol Township had recently revised their fee schedule for
permits and asked if these revised rates were what was charged.  Mrs. Rendeiro stated
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that Dr. Poeske had written to Bristol Township requesting that fees be waived.  Bristol
Township only charged the school costs, not fees, however, she would look into it.

Members asked if the legal fees incurred for Mr. Pizzo getting involved in the start of
the project could be the responsibility of Til-Mar and asked that to be investigated.  

A motion was made by Mr. Binder, seconded by Mr. Obert, authorizing the solicitor
to review the bid documents to determine responsibility for these legal fees.  The
motion was unanimously approved (13 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).  Mr. Musial stated that
he would advise Mr. Pizzo of this request.

A motion was made by Mr. Binder, seconded by Mr. Dolnick, to approve the payment
of the bills listed on the revised General Expenses bill list in the amount of $2,978.00
and the revised Indenture bill list in the amount of $79,645.00. The motion was
unanimously approved (13 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

SOLICITOR’S REPORT     None

OTHER BUSINESS     A discussion took place regarding approving the architect’s last
bill in the amount of $1,080.00, which would be presented after the project was
completed.  

A motion was made by Mrs. Geddes, seconded by Mr. Champion, to approve the
payment in the amount of $1,080.00 to Johnsrud and Associates Architects, LLC upon
review and approval by the school’s administration.  The motion was unanimously
approved (13 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

Members discussed the handling of future payment requests from Til-Mar Designs
and it was decided that Mrs. Durkan would do a phone poll to be ratified at the next
meeting scheduled for January 7, 2013.

ADJOURNMENT      A motion was made by Mr. Favoroso, seconded by Mr.
Champion, to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 p.m.  The motion was unanimously
approved (13 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________________
Cecelia Murphy, Secretary

nd


